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How to classify groundwater research? 
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Extract from summary

The present document details the final 

terminology and classification methodology on 

groundwater R&D results and activities with 

keywords derived from EU directives and 20 keywords derived from EU directives and 20 

scientific journals publishing groundwater 

research with high impact factors. 
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Ch3: Selection of keywords for 

classification 

Main sources for keywords selection:

1. 20 key groundwater science journals

2. Scopus / Web of Science / Google Scholar2. Scopus / Web of Science / Google Scholar

3. EU policy documents (Water Framework and 

Groundwater directives, Blueprint to 

Safeguard Europe’s Water Resources) 



Ch3: Selection of keywords for 

classification 
(based on  keywords from journals, WFD, GWD and Blueprint to safeguard 

European Water Resources): 



Ch3. Selection of keywords - Web of science 

assessment of most popular groundwater reseach topics:



Ch3: Merged and grouped list of selected 

keywords
Grouping of >200 keywords selected from peer reviewed journals and EU policy documents:



How to classify groundwater research 

(in Europe)?
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Definition of main categories for 

groundwater research classification
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Main categories in HRC-SYS



3D conceptual illustration of main 

categories of groundwater research 

classification and scientific output

Societal challenges 

Climate & environ. 

Energy

Policy & innovation

Research topics

Energy
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Example: 2D PLOT FOR SC1: HEALTH

SC1: Health

OA4: Water supplyOA4: Water supply

RT2: Chemistry  



Plots for the analysis of research 

activity - example: health – chemistry – water supply

SC1: Health

RT2: Chemistry  
No. of publications

< 50

50-150

OA4: water supply

50-150

>150 
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